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1. (a) Who is the lady the knight meets in
La Belle Dame sans Merci, and how
does she affect him? S
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(2)

Or

(b) Explain the significance of the line
“That is no country for old men”

in the poem, ‘Sailing to Byzantium.

2. (a) Critically analyze the character of
Sergius Saranoff in Arms and
the Man. S

Or

(b) Discuss the theme of romanticism
versus realism in Arms and the Man as
shown through events and characters

by George Bernard Shaw.

3. (@) How does Orwell criticize total-

itarianism through Animal Farm? S

Or

(bp) What do old major and Moses stand

for in Animal Farm?
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(3)

4. (a) Explain the inner conflict expressed
by Orwell in his essay, Shooting an
Elephant. 5

Or

(b) What is the actual reason the narrator
shoots the elephant and what are the
reactions to the shooting?

5. (@) Write a précis of the following

passage : S

The best thing, I dare say, is first
to learn someth'ing well so you
can always make a living. The arts,
which probably offer a man more
satisfaction, are uncertain. It 1is
difficult to make a living. If I had my
own life to lead over, I am sure
I would give my first attention to
learning how to do things directly
with my hands. Nothing gives
quite the satisfaction that doing
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(4)

things brings. Avoid taking the advice
of men who have no brains and do not
know what they are talking about.
Next to occupation is the building up
of good taste. That is difficult, slow
work. Few achieve it. It Means all the
difference in the world in the end.
There is a kind of shrewdness many
men have that enables them to get
money. It is the shrewdness of the
fox after the chicken. Above all,
I would like you to see many kinds of
men at first hand. That would help

you more than anything.

Or

(b) Read the extract given below and

answer the questions asked :

It is a truth universally acknowledged,
that a single man in possession of
a good fortune must be in want of
a wife. However little known the
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(5)

feelings or views of such a man
may be on his first entering
a neighbourhood, this truth is so
well fixed in the minds of the
surrounding families, that he is
considered as the rightful property of

someone or other of their daughters.

“My dear Mr. Bennet,” said his lady to
him one day, “have you heard that
Netherfield Park is let at last?”

Mr. Bennet replied that he had not.

“But it is,” returned she; “for Mrs.
Long has just been here, and she told

me all about it.”
Mr. Bennet made no answer.

“Do not you want to know who has
taken it?” cried his wife, impatiently.
“You want to tell me, and I have no

objection to hearing it.”

This was invitation enough.
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(6)

(i) What “truth universally acknowl-

edged” does the narrator mention

in the opening line? 1

(i) According to the narrator, how do
surrounding families view a
wealthy single man who enters

their neighbourhood? 1

(i) What news does Mrs. Bennet

bring to her husband? 1

(iv) What does the sentence “This was
invitation enough” suggest about
Mrs. Bennet’s character? Choose

the appropriate answer. 1

(a) She needed only the slightest
encouragement to begin
talking.

(b) It highlights her patience.
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(7))

(c) She is not interested in
matchmaking and  social

gossip.
(v) How would you describe Mr.

Bennet? 1

* %k K
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I. Put a Tick (v) mark against the correct answer in the
=71
brackets provided : Yax15=7"%

(@ Why can the poet not understand the literal
meaning of the reaper’s song?

(i) He cannot hear properly ( )
(i) Itis sungina foreign language ( )

(iii) The singer 1S mostly humming the
tune ( )

P.T.O.
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(b)

(d)

The reaper’s song is describef:l as ‘p;aintive’.
What does this suggest about its tone:

(i) 1t is sad and mournful ( )
(i) 1t is joyful ()
(iii) It is mysterious ( )

In La Belle Dame sans Merci, where is the
knight taken?

(i) The lady’s elfin grot ( )
(i) A frozen lake ( )
(iii) A marshland ( )

What does the knight’s dream of ‘pale kings,
and princes too, / Pale warriors, death-pale
were they all’ signify?

(i) The knight’s ancestry ()

"(ii) The weak leadership of kings and
princes ( )

(iii) The lady’s enchanting and destructive
power ( )
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(e) What does Byzantium symbolize in the poem
by W. B. Yeats?

(i) Romance and adventure ( )

(i) A timeless realm of artistic
perfection ( )

(iii) Military conquest ()

(f) “And fastened to a dying animal”. What does the
‘dying animal’ signify?

() The decaying mortal body of the

speaker ( )

(ii) The materialistic world ( )

(iii) A sacrificial animal in
Byzantium ( )

(g9 The title, Arms and the Man is taken from

(i) Shakespeare’s Macbeth ( )
(i) Virgil’s Aeneid ( )
(iii) Homer’s Iliad ( )

AECC/ENG2/249 [ 5 ] [ P.T.O.



(h) Who is Louka in the Play, Arms and the Man?

(i) Male servant of the Petkoffs ( )
(i) Raina’s friend ( )
(iii) The Petkoffs’ maid ( )

(i) Shaw’s portrayal of war in Arms and the Man
can be described as

(i) tragic and heroic ( )
(ii) realistic and anti-romantic ( )
(iii) nationalistic and patriotic ( )

() Who serves as Napoleon’s propagandist?

(i) Snowball ( )
(i) Squealer ( )
(iii) Clover ( )
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(k) Which character in Animal Farm is cynical
about the rebellion but mostly remains

passive?

() Benjamin ()
(i) Muriel ()
(iii) Moses ()

) What is the central irony in Shooting an

Elephant ?
() The elephant was never
dangerous ( )
(i) The Burmans mock the British ( )

(ii) The police officer, who represents power,
is actually powerless ( )

(m) Who is killed in Shooting an Elephant ?

(i) The mahout ( )

(i) A Dravidian coolie ( )

(iii) A British officer ( )
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(n) What should be avoided 1n Précis writing?

(i) Clear structure ( )

(ii) Conciseness ()

(iii) Personal opinions

(0) What is the main purpose of a comprehension
passage in a test?

() To  evaluate understanding of a
text ( )

(i) To test creative writing ( )

(iti) To check grammar skills ( )
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II. Answer any five from the following questions :  1x5=5

(a) Which are the two birds mentioned in
The Solitary Reaper ?
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(b) In what condition does the Speak§r find the
knight in La Belle Dame samns Merci ?
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() What form does the aging speaker wish to take
in the last stanza of Sailing to Byzantium?
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(d) What nickname does Raina use for Bluntschli?
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(e) Describe Mollie.
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(f) Cite two examples of anti-European sentiment
mentioned in the essay, Shooting an Elephant.
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(@) Mention two steps to tackle comprehension
exercises.

* ok k
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